
The Michigan Adoption Resource Exchange is 
a program of Judson Center and is funded by 
the Michigan Department of Human Services.

To learn about foster care adoption and view 
photolistings and videos of waiting children, 
visit our website at www.mare.org.
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Yo u t h  N e w s l e t t e r

This gala event showcases you, so come and join the celebration!

The only 
thing missing 

here is  

YOU!

                  
Awesome! Reserved seating  

for waiting MARE youth
You deserve it! Special recognition of 

waiting MARE youth in attendance

Yum Yum! Pop, popcorn  

and lunch provided
Hey, that’s me! Check out your  

new picture in the Heart Gallery

World premiere! See the debut  of a special MARE video 

How do I sign up? Contact your worker and have him/her sign you up at www.mare.org

Hope to see you there! Come 

and walk the red carpet

An audience! The public has been invited to this free event

Y O U ’ L L  G E T  T H E  V I P  T R E A T M E N T  A T  T H E 
2 0 1 5  H E A R T  G A L L E R Y  G R A N D  O P E N I N G

11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Saturday, April 18 
Emagine Theater 

Royal Oak



A R E  Y O U  E X I T I N G  F O S T E R  C A R E ?  
D O N ’ T  G E T  L E F T  I N  T H E  D A R K

Calling all teens who are preparing 
to exit foster care. Saginaw Valley 
State University is hosting the 2015 
Michigan Teen Conference to help you 
understand the process and resourc-

es available to you as you make this big 
transition. According to the Michigan Fed-
eration For Children and Families website, 
topics will include:
• Career planning
• College support programs 
• Health and well-being
• Housing
• Job search/employment  
• Legal rights of youth in care (101) 
and as adults (401)
• Michigan Youth Opportunities 
Initiatives
• Money management — beginner 

(101) & advanced (401)
• Resources for older youth (ETV, YIT, YAVFC)
• Social media
“In addition, a special Walk Through Life will fea-
ture numerous life stations to visit and resources 

to grab at this fun, interactive two-hour session,” 
the Michigan Federation For Children and Fami-

lies website says. “It is a chance for youth to 
put into practice many of the life skills 

they acquired during the conference. 
Stations will include”:

• Education      
• Employment      
• Finances
• Housing      

• Identification      
• Transportation
According the Michigan Feder-
ation For Children and Families 
website, more information about 

the conference is in the works. 
For more, visit http://michfed.
org/event/save_dates_june_17-
18_2015_michigan_teen_confer-
ence or call 517-485-8552.

This conference offers 
help for teens now  
and into the future



if you are a youth and want to have your artwork or writing featured on mare, have your worker contact jennifer brooks by calling 734.528.2061 
or by e-mailing jennifer _ brooks@judsoncenter.org. you can submit up to 3 pieces a month and receive a $10 gift card for each submission. 

Darnell, 11

T H E  T A L E N T  S H O W C A S E

Darnell, 11

Dakota, 15



Y O U T H  R E S O U R C E S
F o s t e r C l u b  -  F o s t e r C l u b  i s  a  n a t i o n a l  n e t w o r k  f o r  y o u n g  p e o p l e  i n 
f o s t e r  c a r e  a n d  y o u n g  f o s t e r  c a r e  a l u m n i .  T h e  s i t e  i n c l u d e s  b l o g s  f r o m 
c u r r e n t  f o s t e r  y o u t h ,  s u c c e s s  s t o r i e s  f r o m  y o u t h  w h o  h a v e  c o m e  o u t  o f 
t h e  f o s t e r  s y s t e m  a s  w e l l  a s  c e l e b r i t i e s  w h o  f a c e d  f o s t e r  c a r e .  I t  a l s o 
p r o v i d e s  a  l i s t i n g  b y  s t a t e  o f  c o n t a c t  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a n d 
h o t l i n e s .  ( w w w . f o s t e r c l u b . c o m  5 0 3 -7 17 -1 5 5 2 )

M i c h i g a n  Y o u t h  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  I n i t i a t i v e  -  M Y O I  i s  a  p a r t -
n e r s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  M i c h i g a n  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H u m a n  S e r v i c e s ,  t h e  J i m 
C a s e y  Y o u t h  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  I n i t i a t i v e ,  t h e  O a k l a n d / L i v i n g s t o n  H u m a n  S e r -
v i c e s  A g e n c y,  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y  p a r t n e r s .  M Y O I ’s  g o a l  i s  t o 
e n s u r e  t h a t  y o u n g  p e o p l e  i n  f o s t e r  c a r e  h a v e  s u c c e s s f u l  o u t c o m e s  i n  h o u s -
i n g ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  e m p l o y m e n t ,  c o m m u n i t y  e n g a g e m e n t  a n d  h e a l t h .   ( w w w.
m i c h i g a n . g o v / f y i t / 0 ,1 6 0 7, 7-2 4 0 - 4 4 5 2 4 -1 6 2 6 19 - -, 0 0 . h t m l )

F o s t e r  Y o u t h  i n  T r a n s i t i o n  -  A n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  i s  g e a r e d 
t o w a r d s  y o u t h  w h o  a r e  a g i n g  o u t  o f  f o s t e r  c a r e .  I t ’s  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e , 
y o u t h - o r i e n t e d  s i t e  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a d v i c e ,  i n t e r a c t i v e  f e a t u r e s  a n d  a 
u s e f u l  g l o s s a r y  o f  f o s t e r  c a r e  t e r m s .  T h i s  i s  a  w e b s i t e  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n 
o n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  i s s u e s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  c u r r e n t  a n d  f o r m e r  f o s t e r  y o u t h .  T h e 
s i t e  p r o v i d e s  l i n k s  o n  h o w  t o  d e v e l o p  s u p p o r t s ,  f i n d  s e r v i c e s ,  g e t  a n s w e r s 
t o  i m p o r t a n t  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  j u s t  k e e p  y o u  p o s t e d  o n  w h a t ’s  n e w.  ( w w w.
m i c h i g a n . g o v / f y i t  5 17- 3 7 3 - 9 2 19 )

For more information on getting involved with these organizations contact Jen Brooks at jennifer_brooks@judsoncenter.org or 734. 528.2061.

March 28, 2015
Match Party
Lansing

May 2, 2015
Match Party
Grand Rapids and the Detroit 
Zoo

May 12, 2015
Adoption Awareness Day
Comerica Park, Detroit

July 11, 2015
Match Party
Grand Rapids

July 25, 2015
Match Party
Plymouth

September, 2015  
(Date TBD)
Match Party
Detroit Zoo 

Fostering Success Michigan is seek-
ing student stories to be highlighted 
on their website!

We are currently seek-
ing students who are in-
terested in being featured 
on our website. We have 
all heard the statistics and 
know about the obstacles 
students face. This is an 
opportunity for students 
and professionals alike to 
read the success stories 
and learn about what 
supports helped youth 
succeed. The stories will be used as 
a way to highlight students and their  

achievements.
If you know of any youth or alumni 

of care between the ages of 18 and 24 
who are currently enrolled 
in high school or college, 
we would love to hear 
from them.  

Contact Fostering Suc-
cess Michigan Student 
Researcher, Brittney Grant, 
at fostering-info@wmich.
edu to have the interview 
questions sent directly to 
your inbox.

We look forward to featuring youth 
and alumni stories from across the 
state!

S H A R E  Y O U R  S U C C E S S  S T O R Y

For more information regarding these events please 
contact Jennifer Brooks, MARE Youth  
Specialist: Jennifer_brooks@judsoncenter.org

C A L E N D A R 
O F

E V E N T S


